Collagenolytic activity of methylcholanthrene-induced rat fibrosarcoma.
It has been found that the methylcholanthrene-induced rat fibrosarcoma contains an enzyme (probably a cathepsin) which digests type I and type III collagens in acid pH. At physiological pH no proteolytic activity against collagen was found. It may be concluded that the tumour collagen is degraded mainly by the action of cathepsin(s).